Animal Law Writing Topics

Compiled by the Animal Legal Defense Fund Animal Law Program and the American Association of Law Librarians Animal Law Caucus
Animals in Research

+ Discuss alternatives to animal use in drug testing, toxicology regulation, and medical/veterinary
education. Look at updates that have been made to alternative testing and discuss how these
are linked to directions in animal law.

Aquatic Animals

+» How science influences law and policy in regard to fishes, crustaceans, and other aquatic
animals
+» Legal landscape of the aquarium trade
o Collection of wild saltwater fishes in Hawaii
o Releasing wildlife who were kept as pets: animal welfare concerns and non-native
(“invasive”) species’ implications on the ecosystem
o Endangered or threatened species as pets (Banggai cardinalfish, red line torpedo barb,
axolotl)
o Issues with public aquariums (collection, transportation, and display of fishes and other
aguatic animals)
+ Policies surrounding fishing and farming of fin fishes, crustaceans, octopuses, alligators and
crocodiles, or amphibians for consumption, clothing, or research
+ Agquatic animals and criminal cruelty laws
% Legal issues with off-shore factory farms
% Aguaculture welfare legal landscape and potential litigation or policy opportunities to advance
the welfare
+» Farmed animal cruelty prosecution assessment
o frequency of successful prosecutions,
o whether it serves as a deterrent,
o the actual impact of prosecution, and
o alternatives to difficulties of criminal prosecution cases.

Companion Animals

+« Canines used in therapy, reform, or vocational training

% Proper care of companion animals and the role that regulation plays
Farmed Animals

¢ Legally compelled culling for public health or human control of animal populations
Other Priority Research Areas for Animal Advocates

« Animal Charity Evaluators
« Charity Entrepreneurship
Effective Altruism Animal Welfare
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https://animalcharityevaluators.org/advocacy-interventions/prioritizing-causes/causes-we-consider/
https://www.charityentrepreneurship.com/blog/top-animal-charity-ideas-were-researching-in-2020-idea-prioritization-report
https://funds.effectivealtruism.org/funds/animal-welfare#objects
https://faunalytics.org/prioritization/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Njuzzj93aoEis2ZHwiDCw7APxf2wJOV5UvGDxwGcs2w/edit
https://www.fsrfund.org/research-focus
https://gfi.org/images/uploads/2020/04/April-2020-Alternative-Protein-Consumer-Research-Priorities-1.pdf
https://www.sentienceinstitute.org/research-agenda
https://www.wildanimalinitiative.org/blog/researchagenda2020

